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Someis Call U.S. th

€U m“mr, Unrealisiic

) e By Dusko Doder
E Waahlnsbnl’ull"on!xn&nh
MOSCOW May 18—Soviet- officials, - while
agreeing - that President Reagan’s proposals for
-cutback of nuclear-armed missiles warrant further
discussion, criticize this latest US. approach as
“unfair arid uwreahstac" and almed at seekmg ad~
'vantage over Moscow. -
. These well-informed Sovxet ofﬁclals, who cnt-
‘icize Reagan’s motives and question his sincerity,
~cffer preliminary. assessments of the substance of
“his proposals that discourage optimism for speedy

- progress in the talks that President Leonid Brezh-{

_nev said today should indeed go forward.. ** "+
A One of the problems, from Moscow’s point of
view, is that Reagan's’ approach ‘departs from a
common ground worked ecut in protracted and dif-

ficult negotiations with three previous admmxstrw
tlons over more than 10 years.

"The Soviets say the prospective talks should
have as their starting point the 1979 Soviet-Amer-
dican Strategic Arms leltatxon Treaty, SALT 1L

Realizing the unlikelihood of SALT II being ra-
tified by the Senate in the face of Reagan’s oppo-
sition, Soviet officials say “the most positive as-

" pects” of that treaty have to be preserved. These
.unspecified aspects—as well as an agreement, at
the time SALT II was signed, on principles for
subsequent strategic talks——would have to pmv:de
the hesis for the forthcommg negotiations, in Mog-
COW 8 Vl°w

Apart from cqnceptual dlfferences, the Soviets
‘indicated they could not go along with the frame-|
‘work advanced by Reagan that would involve re-

ductions in their ‘principal deterrent—the land-|

‘based missile force—while the United States
would continue to develop i lts msglg-carrymg sub-

marines, bombers and the cruise missile, which’
could be hased near Soviet territory and effect1ve~
'ly tilt the strategic balance. . -.
;. Reagan, at a press conference four days after
the M fay 9 speech laying out his plan, declared
that “nothing is excluded” from discussion under
his proposal. But he stressed ‘concern with the
Tong-range missiles as the most destabilizing. Sug-
gestions from Washingten that Reagan would
scale down research and production of the other
‘nuclear-weapons systems does not appear to be
taken seriously here. .-

. 'The core of the pmpml-Reagans call for

e?cn side to cut to about 5,000 the number of mis

sile warheads, with no more than one  half of tnoscj

* -to be land- lmaed—m described here as a public-ré;
lntmns ploy. It is this that the offt cxab descnhe
’as “unfair and unrealistic.”- o
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- They said it would raise- troublesome verificad

tlgn nroblems that plagu SALT I1, although t

-basic units to be_
8

‘;smaller but accurate Minuteman apparently on
-.While the Minuteman was solid-fueled and ac-

lacking in accuracy. = e

launchers, la

. ) ::uv r S }
The sources pomted out that: % percent of So,
*viet warheads are located on land, with, the re.
‘maining 25 percent on submarines and aircraft. I
-the case of the United States, the s:tuatlon b
prec:sely the opposite,” they said. - 4
The Soviets noted American concern that the
-new generations of Soviet land-based missiles a
.80 powerful and accurate that. they could* over
whelm the smaller Minuteman missiles, © . P
‘But in Moscow’s view, the Americans’ were try -
‘ing to change the rules of the game to correct a
“decision made. two decades ago: to ‘opt: for the

the assumption that the Soviets would nok-be ca-
pable of improving their huge SS11 rocket.~

curate, the SS11, with a huge payload was what
‘experts call a “dlrty” weapon, usmg llqmd fuel and

- Soviet sources now argue that they needed the

.huge rockets because they had no bther'means ati
fthe time to offset America’s technological leadI

“ “In the lpeantlme, accordmv ta thxs vlew, the %

* cause of its huge throw wexght the’ SSI8 could
“with some 'nodlt.catlons carry up-to 28 wazheads. |

"He suggested room for negotiations in this area.

;est attitudes of American. politics, thh l‘esnhentj
Xhostlhty toward the Soviet Umon aud worrisome

‘that gave the Mmute'nan its high degree of accu<
Facy.

vnets have improved their rocket: forces by devel
‘oping solid fuel and increasing - the accuracy of
-their fourth-generatlon SSlS (and also two othe:
models). .

:While Mmuteman I cames six. mdependentl)
targeted warheads, SS18 is armed with 10. Be.|

- But a3 one official fam!har with Kremlin stra-
tegnc thinking put it, “Noa we do ot .need. throw
weight anymore” became of 1mproved .accuracy.

The second point of Reagan’s proposal “sug-
~gested a negotiated “equal ceiling” on . the. throw
weight of all missiles carrying nuclear warhcads.”

Tbe sources here, while noting “bits' of.a pos-
itive approach” in the president’s public plan, nev-|
ertheless, remain pessimistic about his adminis-
-tration. They characterize it as reflecting. the dark-]

jhunger for military superiority. "7 o y

‘The sources emphasized " Lhat theae were. pre 3
Jliminary ascessments of teagan’s recent’ <tnte
Jments and that his peivate letter to Brézhnev was
: being studied carefuily. |



